
Listening 
Based on popular YouTube videos (3-6 mins long); we are happy to use teachers' and stu-
dents' suggestions.  These quizzes can be used for all levels. Lower forms will need to 
watch the videos several times. 

Benefits 

1. Real English 
The HKDSEE listening paper tests unnatural English that is rarely heard in real life, in 
terms of its speed and clarity. This is fair, but the washback effect, with publishers pro-
ducing only HKDSEE materials for students to practise English, is poor preparation for 
the working world. In the real world, people speak much faster and have a much wider 
range of accents. If we use only the HKDSEE-style listening practice, we are not preparing 
our students for the English they are likely to encounter in the working world. Some of 
the videos we use are very clear, but some of them are impossibly fast and have to played 
two or three times before even strong students can get all the missing words. Whereas 
they would normally just give up, having much of the script in front of them and eventu-
ally getting almost all of the missing words builds confidence and ability. 
 
2. Student interest 
We have tried this in classes using paper and showing the video on the classroom screen, 
and the students always look forward to the listening part of the class, usually asking for it 
first. The videos are interesting and the quizzes challenging. They like listening to the vid-
eos 2-3 times. 
 

Format 

We have experimented with M-C and fill-in-the-blank formats, and have found that the 
fill-in the blank format is better. We use high-quality, two- to six-minute YouTube videos 
on a very wide range of topics. We cannot post the videos on our site. We give your stu-
dents the link, which they open in a separate window while doing our quiz. This benefits 
the video providers by sending more viewers to their websites or YouTube channels and 
adding more value to their videos, for a win-win situation. We will put up at least three 
quizzes a week throughout the fall. We would be happy to make quizzes based on teacher 
or student video suggestions if they are suitable in terms of length and content. Many of 
the quizzes will be available in PDF format for printout.  
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